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I. Ferrum College English Department, School of Arts & Humanities 
 
II. Instructor 

 
Contact 
 
Web site 

Dr. Tina L. Hanlon 
Office:  Britt 205 
Phone/voice mail:  365-4327 
Office Hours in Britt 205:  MW 11:10-12:10, 1:30-2:20. And by appointment.  
Office Hours in ARC: TTh 9:30-10:45  
www2.ferrum.edu/thanlon  
and http://www.ferrum.edu/academics/arts_humanities/english/faculty/tina_hanlon.aspx   

 
III. Class Meeting Mon., Wed. 2:30-3:50 p.m., Britt 106 
 
IV. Textbooks and Materials 
  

Required (any reliable edition is OK for books available in different editions): 
Higgs, Robert J., et al. Appalachia Inside Out: A Sequel to Voices from the Hills. Vol. 1 and Vol. 2. 
Knoxville: Tennessee UP, 1995. 

Chase, Richard. Grandfather Tales. Illus. Berkeley Williams, Jr. Houghton Mifflin, 1948. 

Still, James. River of Earth. 1940. University Press of Kentucky edition, 1978. 

White, Ruth. Belle Prater's Boy. New York: Dell, 1996. 

Carson, Jo. Stories I Ain't Told Nobody Yet. Theatre Communications Group, 1991.   

McCrumb, Sharyn. The Rosewood Casket. Dutton, 1996. 

Lyon, George Ella & C. Cardinale. Which Side Are You On? Cinco Puntos, 2011 (optional purchase) 

Note: Some additional recommended and required readings will be placed on reserve in the library, 
and some will be on the Internet or on handouts. You may be required to watch one or more films or 
dramatic performances during the semester. Keep your schedule free on Oct. 25 for the Blue Ridge 
Folklife Festival on campus. 

 
V. Catalog Course Description and Writing-Intensive Designation  
  

English 350 is a study of the literary and cultural traditions of the southern Appalachian region, 
focusing on regional identity, cultural diversity, and environmental issues. With some background on 
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century traditions and folklore, the course emphasizes twentieth-century 
authors such as James Still, Harriet Arnow, Lee Smith, Denise Giardina, George Ella Lyon, Marilou 
Awiakta, Richard Chase, and Frank X Walker.  
 
This course is designated Writing Intensive; a final grade of “C” or higher is required for this course 
to count toward the six-credit-hour Writing Intensive graduation requirement for Ferrum College. A 
student cannot earn a grade of “C” or higher in this course unless he or she earns a “C” or better on 
the writing assignments required by the course.  
 
Prerequisite: three hours of ENG 201-207 or 209-212. Three hours, three credits.      
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VI. Purpose/Rationale and Scope of this Course 
  

This course primarily serves English majors,  other students seeking credit for a 300-level Writing 
Intensive course, and anyone interested in learning more about literature and culture of the 
Appalachian region. By examining a variety of literary texts in different genres, as well as 
illustrations and other visual or audio-visual representations of the region, we will consider cultural 
and literary issues such as the following: 

• Regional identity and culture in relation to national and international issues and traditions 
• Relationships between oral traditions and written literature 
• Comparing realism, romance, folklore/mythology, and fantasy traditions in regional literature 
• Development of and resistance to regional stereotypes 
• Cultural diversity in Appalachia 
• Attitudes toward land and the natural environment vs. modernization and the often-overlooked 

urban populations in Appalachia 
• Influences and perceptions of insiders and outsiders on literature and culture  
• Use of dialect in literature and attitudes about language and culture 

 
VII. Use of Technology  
  

A. https://ferrum.desire2learn.com/d2l/home. CHECK THE CALENDAR DAILY. 
In BrightSpace you will find the syllabus, the calendar with our daily work outlined, 
guidelines for various assignments, drop boxes for writing assignments, discussion forums to 
write in online, links to the textbook web sites, and other resources. Review the Contents 
listed under Course Materials and Calendar often, as well as the Links section. Please let the 
professor know if you find errors or have questions about anything posted in BrSp. For 
assistance with BrSp, see Ms. Kim Police. 

B. E-mail (web mail or your own mail program). Please use your Ferrum account (Check your e-
mail settings in BrSp to make sure you will receive mail in your external Ferrum account.) 

C. Internet (including online library databases, http://www.ferrum.edu/stanley_library.aspx) 
D. Word processing software 
E. Books, paper, pencil or pen (be sure to use these productively and write legibly) 
 

F. NOTE: Personal electronic devices may not be used in class without special permission. 
 
VIII. Learning Outcomes and Course Goals 
  

Course Goals:  All learning activities are designed to assist you in accomplishing the following 
goals for English 350: 
 

1. Identify primary forms of literature from oral and written traditions  
2. Demonstrate familiarity with the relationship between literature and Appalachian folklore, 

history, cultural studies, environmental issues, and other arts and folkways 
3. Understand how Appalachian literature reflects evolving attitudes toward Appalachia, the 

development of and resistance to regional stereotypes, and cultural diversity. 
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College-wide Student Learning Outcomes. The goals listed above will assist you in accomplishing the 
following college-wide SLOs or student learning outcomes.  
 
Ferrum College students will 

A. Demonstrate information literacy, using available technology when appropriate 
B. Communicate with unity of purpose and coherent organization consistent with standard rules and 

recognized conventions using appropriate methodologies. 
 
English Program Student Learning Outcomes. The following learning outcomes for the English program 
apply to English 350: 
  
Students will demonstrate a depth of knowledge, capability and ethical reasoning in a chosen field.  
English graduates will 

i. Analyze literature that represents diverse cultures, genres, styles and historical periods 
ii. Demonstrate effective research skills  

iii. Write effectively in a variety of contexts. 
 
 

Goals/Outcomes Instructional Experiences Assessments 
 
Goals 1, 2, 3 
English SLO i. 
Literary analysis 

 

Lecture, class discussion, reading primary 
texts and background, individual projects, 
writing about literature 

Exams 
Papers 
Discussion forum 
Class participation 
Course project 

A, ii. Research 
 

Class discussion, reading, individual 
project, writing about literature 

Research paper, course project 
 

A, B, iii. Writing Writing about literature and children Papers, exams, discussion forum 
 
IX. Course Requirements/Assignments 
 

Percentage of Final Grade Brief Description 
5% Course professionalism: attendance and participation 

10% Participation in BrightSpace discussion forum averaging approximately 
several paragraphs per week. 

15% Midterm exam (short answer and essay) 
20% Final exam (short answer and essays)   
40% Papers (need 12 or more pp. of formal writing for college requirements) 
10% Project with oral report, abstract and bibliography 

  

Writing Center 
 
Students enrolled in any course can use the Writing Center located on the main level of Stanley Library. 
Check the college web site for hours, policies, and other resources. The Writing Center provides valuable 
assistance from experienced, knowledgeable faculty specialists, and working through multiple drafts with 
feedback is the BEST way to improve your writing. See 
http://www.ferrum.edu/academics/academic_resources_center/study_center/writing_questions.html. Dr. 
Hanlon will assist you with writing as well. 
 
Some opportunities will be offered for revising papers (although not at the end of the semester). It is much 
better to do competent revisions before formal papers are submitted for the first time. When revisions are 
submitted after a paper has been graded, the revised paper will receive whatever grade it deserves (i.e., the 
grade could go up a lot or not at all), and the two grades will be averaged together for that assignment.  
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X. Evaluation and Grading Scale 
  

The grading system in the Ferrum College Catalog (in the online 2014-15 catalog 
http://www.ferrum.edu/academics/catalog/2014-15/academic_policies.html), will be used to grade 
assignments in this course. (Note also the add-drop policy.) Details on requirements and grading 
standards for completed essays will be provided in later documents. In most cases, homework 
assignments, designed to help you improve and practice a variety of writing and editing skills, will be 
recorded with a checkmark for completion, a minus for incomplete submission, or an X or zero (no 
credit) for no submission. 

 Late papers will not receive full credit for the assignment. 
 
XI. Attendance Policy and Conduct  
 A.  Attendance Policy 
  

This course is governed by the college attendance policy described in the Ferrum College Catalog, 
which stipulates that a student must attend 75 percent of class meetings to earn credit for the course 
(see 2010-11 catalog, p. 50). If you must be absent for any reason, you have three obligations:  
• notify the professor before the absence and provide a reason;  
• e-mail or send with a friend or classmate any work that is due; and  
• before the start of the next class after the absence, write a 250-word (typed) make-up paper 

summarizing the class missed; use classmates’ notes and assigned readings to write the 
summary. Write the word count at the end of your paper.  

If you come in late, it is your responsibility to make sure (at the end of class) that you are not counted 
absent.   
 

 B.  Classroom environment 
  

Students are expected to observe basic rules of respect and conduct towards their instructor and their 
classmates. Sleeping, doing work for other classes, leaving the room during class, talking while 
someone else is talking, text messaging, and surfing the Internet are not appropriate during class 
time. Any student who engages in such activities may be asked to leave the room and counted absent 
for that day’s class. Cell phones must be silenced and out of sight during class; please do not bring 
them to class unless it is absolutely necessary. 

  
XII. Academic Integrity and Honor Code 
  

In all instances, policies identified in the Ferrum College Catalog and the Student and Faculty 
Handbooks regarding the Honor System will be followed. Students are expected to display academic 
integrity at all times. Plagiarism or any other form of cheating on any assignments will result in 
severe penalties, which may include failure of the course. Cases sent to the Honor Board can result in 
additional penalties, including suspension or expulsion from the college. You are responsible for 
reading and understanding the Ferrum Honor Policy, and for avoiding the undocumented use of the 
words or ideas of others in your writing. If your papers or project involves literature not in assigned 
texts, be sure the professor has access to those sources. It is a good idea to keep copies of pages in 
secondary sources from which you take specific ideas, information, or quotations that you use 
directly in papers. I will not grade a paper if I have any questions about its use of sources, until those 
questions are answered and corrections are made if necessary. (At the end of the semester this may 
mean automatic failure if there is no time left for clarification or corrections.) You may be required 
to submit papers through a Turnitin drop box in BrightSpace.  

  

XIII. Office of Academic Accessibility (OAA) 
  

As directed by Ferrum College’s policy, any student with a disability who qualifies for and seeks 
academic accommodations (such as testing or other services) must work through the Office for 
Academic Accessibility for accommodations. The office is located Lower Stanley Library, Office 
110 and the director may be reached by phone at 365-4262 or by email at nbeach@ferrum.edu. 
Please remember that accommodations cannot be granted retroactively; they must be requested in a 
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timely manner before the accommodation is needed. Students who wish to use accommodations 
through OAA are encouraged to meet with the director during the first weeks of the semester to 
discuss the process, and are also invited to read the policy manual on www.ferrum.edu/accessibility 
for specific information. 

``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

BE WELL, DO GOOD WORK, AND KEEP IN TOUCH (as Garrison Keillor says on “The Writer’s Almanac”) 
 

College theme for 2014-15: Roots and Routes, 
http://www.ferrum.edu/academics/special_programs/rootsandroutes.html 

 


